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According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD), Japan ranks
second among developed countries in terms of “Relative Poverty Ratio,” at 15.7%. The “Relative Poverty
Ratio” is a percentage determined by calculating the number of individuals with earnings less than half of
the median annual income of all households in the land. Median income of course varies according to the
country. In the case of Japan, the median income is 2,400,000 yen per year. Thus, any individual with
annual earnings of 1,200,000 yen or less can be considered to live in “relative poverty.” Approximately 20
million Japanese — or 15.7% of the population — fall into this category. |

One of the many factors used to determine poverty is the so-called “poverty line,” which is the
minimum daily income required to purchase life necessities, such as food and clothing. In 2015, the World
Bank set the international poverty line at income below $1.90 American dollars per day. As of that year,
approximately 10% of the world’s population — about 730 million people — is considered to be living
beneath the poverty line. About 86% of these individuals reside in areas of sub-Saharan Africa or South
Asia.

Poverty, of course, impacts lifestyle in a variety of critical ways, limiting options for housing,
education, employment, medical care, nutrition, marriage and more. Let’s focus on the case of childreh’s
education in Japan. Children from low-income families generally show weaker scholastic ability than
children from families with higher incomes. This is because poorer families do not have the economic
resources to take advantage of the many study opportunities outside of regular classes, such as cram
schools or private lessons. Achievement standards can also vary wildly depending on parents and
instructors. Education can cease to be fun for poorer students who are caught in such situations, leading to
lack of motivation, loss of confidence, and a lower sense of self-esteem. These negative factors then build
and feed off each other.

Any child can develop, given proper education; they only need support. Even though private sector
funding has recently increased, better public understanding is yet necessary in order to attain long-lasting

solutions. How to lessen the social inequality caused by poverty remains an important topic for discussion.

i : Kouji Nishiya and Tom Dillon eds, Reading Current Issues: Developing Communication Skills
through English, Otowa Shobo Tsurumi Shoten, 2020, 27-28. (—IZHik %)
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