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In March 2018, the United Nations held an international event in Switzerland on the topic of fashion
and sustainable development goals. The fashion industry uses the second-largest volume of water among
all industries, and accounts for 20 percent of the world’s wastewater and 10 percent of global carbon dioxide
emissions. The United Nations warned that the industry needs a course correction.

A research report concerning clothing issued in November 2017 by the Britain-based Ellen MacArthur
Foundation also pointed out that the recycling rate for clothing falls short of even 1 percent.

The use of fur receives criticism, too. In September 2018, during Prada’s show in Milan, not a single
piece of clothing used fur. Shortly before the show, the Fur Free Alliance, representing animal rights
organizations from about 30 countries, released a statement criticizing Prada by name. This spread on
social networking services and Prada received thousands of protest emails and phone calls, according to
Prada’s public relations division. Prada further clarified that it would gradually scale down the use of fur in
its products.

The movement to take another look at mass production and disposal has also begun to expand in
Japan. In October 2017, the select shop Beams Co. started its brand Beams Couture that recycles some of
the clothing and materials sitting in its inventory. According to Beams’ public relations division, “It is a
challenge to change clothing sleeping in the warehouse into unique pieces with value through the power of
design.”

There are about 4 billion pieces of clothing circulating in Japan, according to a 2016 Economy, Trade
and Industry Ministry survey. This figure is double the number during the economic bubble. The volume of
textile garbage, including discarded clothing, increased to about 1.21 million tons, according to a fiscal 2015
Environment Ministfy survey.

Professor Yoshinori Terui of Bunka Fashion Graduate University said, “It is time to consider a
framework that uses tobls such as artificial intelligence to create clothing without the need for large

amounts of stock. Consumers must focus their attention more on the production process on the other side of

beautiful clothing.” :
Hi# 2018/10/10 [The Japan News] Fashion firms aimto be more eco-friendly (Hif# - —#52¢Z)
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